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SOCIAL  STUDIES  20:  MODULE  7 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  100  marks.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is 
stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 

Section  1  Assignment:  Determining  Quality  of  Life 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

For  each  of  the  following,  select  the  best  answer.  Circle  the  letter  of  your  choice. 

1 .  The  degree  of  well-being  felt  by  a  person  or  group  that  is  measured  in  terms  of  material 
wealth  and  the  achievement  of  life  goals  is  known  as 

A.  Gross  National  Product 

B.  standard  of  living 

C.  per  capita  income 

D.  quality  of  life 

2.  The  degree  to  which  one  has  attained  the  physical  necessities  and  luxuries  of  life  is  known  as 

A.  Gross  National  Product 

B.  standard  of  living 

C.  per  capita  income 

D.  quality  of  life 

3.  In  general,  which  type  of  economy  is  associated  with  low  birth  rates  and  low  death  rates? 

A.  industrial 

B.  developing 

C.  subsistence 

D.  agriculture 
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4.   What  is  happening  to  the  gap  that  exists  between  quality  of  life  in  the  richer  North  and 
quality  of  life  in  the  less  wealthy  South? 


A.  The  gap  is  widening. 

B.  The  gap  has  stabilized. 

C.  The  gap  is  being  closed. 

D.  The  gap  is  difficult  to  measure. 


5.    The  factor  that  contributes  to  quality  of  life  but  is  unconnected  to  standard  of  living  is 


A.  nutrition 

B.  human  rights 

C.  health  facilities 

D.  per  capita  income 


6.  The  quality  of  life  in  an  agricultural  country  with  a  subsistence  economy  and  a  high  rate  of 
population  increase  will  be  in  jeopardy  because 

A.  too  many  people  will  work  on  the  land 

B.  the  death  rate  will  remain  high  for  decades 

C.  infant  mortality  rates  will  increase  with  the  death  rate 

D.  economic  growth  will  fail  to  keep  up  with  population  growth 

7.  A  common  method  of  comparing  standards  of  living  from  county  to  country  is  to  compare 
per  capita  income.  What  is  per  capita  income? 
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Per  capita  income  is  a  statistic  that  must  be  used  with  a  great  deal  of  caution.  Explain  how 
each  of  the  following  factors  can  influence  the  statistic. 

a.    income  distribution 
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c.    government  assistance 


9.    Quality  of  life  is  detennined  by  a  variety  of  factors.  Explain  how  each  of  the  following  affect 
quality  of  life. 

a.    psychological  factors 


b.   cultural  factors 
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10.   Describe  the  relationship  between  human  rights  and  quality  of  life. 
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Section  2  Assignment:  Perspectives  on  Quality  of  Life 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

For  each  of  the  following,  select  the  best  answer.  Cu'cle  the  letter  of  your  choice. 
1 .   Another  term  for  perspective  would  be 

A.  anecdotal  data 

B.  statistical  data 

C.  point  of  view 

D.  point  of  return 

Use  the  following  information  to  answer  question  2. 


Most  people  in  modem  Canadian  society  are  concerned  with 

1 .  environmental  degradation 

2.  material  wealth 

3.  standard  of  living 

4.  rights  and  freedoms 


2.  The  features  from  the  preceding  list  that  directly  affect  quality  of  life  are 

A.  1  and  2  only 

B.  1  and  3  only 

C.  1,2,  and  3  only 

D.  all  of  them 

3.  The  major  determining  factor  of  standard  of  living  is 

A.  wealth 

B.  literacy 

C.  life  expectancy 

D.  infant  mortality  rate 
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Use  the  following  excerpt  to  answer  questions  4,  5,  6,  and  7. 


Eveiy  day  I  get  up  at  5:00  a.m.  and  walk  to  the  fields.  1  eat  breakfast 
(usually  some  of  last  night's  pomdge)  at  10:00  a.m.  Sometimes  the 
company  man  drives  out  to  see  how  the  cultivation  of  cotton  is 
proceeding.  He  always  urges  us  to  work  harder.  When  we  complain  thai 
our  bellies  are  too  empty  to  work  hard  and  the  company  has  taken  all  the 
good  land  to  grow  cotton,  he  tells  us  we  are  lucky  to  have  jobs  and  that 
the  company  has  come  from  far  away  to  help  us. 


4.  The  writer  of  the  excerpt  likely  lives  in 

A.  a  heavily  industrialized  nation 

B.  an  economically  developed  nation 

C.  a  technologically  advanced  nation 

D.  an  economically  developing  nation 

5.  The  kind  of  farming  the  writer  does  is 

A.  subsistence  farming 

B.  cash  crop  farming 

C.  nomadic  farming 

D.  dairy  farming 

6.  The  excerpt  implies  that  the  company  man  represents  a 

A.  local  co-operative 

B.  large  labour  union 

C.  transnational  corporation 

D.  government  enterprise 

7.  The  complaints  in  the  excerpt  imply  that  a  significant  problem  affecting  the  worker's  quality 
of  life  is  the 

A.  hard  daily  labour  in  the  fields 

B.  rising  international  commodity  prices 

C.  lack  of  freedom  to  bargain  for  better  wages 

D.  shortage  of  arable  land  for  food  production 

8.  The  term  that  describes  the  number  of  children  per  1000  live  births  who  die  in  the  first  yeai"  is 

A.  death  rate 

B.  fertility  rate 

C.  life  expectancy 

D.  infant  mortality  rate 
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Use  the  following  information  to  answer  questions  9  and  10. 


A  student  listed  the  following  indicators  that  could  be  used  to  describe 
quality  of  Hfe: 

1 .  statistics  on  life  expectancy 

2.  personal  diary  of  a  worker's  life 

3.  medical  reports  on  disease  rates 

4.  government  reports  on  literacy  rates 


9.  The  indicators  that  are  most  objective  are 

A.  1,2,  and  3 

B.  1,2,  and  4 

C.  1,3,  and  4 

D.  2,  3,  and  4 

10.  The  subjective  or  "human  side"  of  quality  of  life  would  best  be  described  by 

A.  indicator  1 

B.  indicator  2 

C.  indicator  3 

D.  indicator  4 


Explain  the  phrase  "quality  of  life  is  relative." 
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12.   Statistics  measure  quantities.  Why  is  it  difficult  to  use  statistics  when  comparing  qualitN  of 
life  in  one  country  to  quality  of  life  in  another  country  ? 


13.   Write  a  description  of  what  quality  of  life  means  to  a  middle-class  Canadian.  Make  sure  you 
include  a  list  of  the  factors  that  you  think  are  important  in  determining  quality  of  life.  Tell 
why  you  feel  they  are  important. 
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Section  3  Assignment:  Environmental  Concerns 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

For  each  of  the  following,  select  the  best  answer.  Circle  the  letter  of  your  choice. 

1 .    Which  comment  best  explains  how  environmental  issues  can  lead  to  conflict  among  nations? 

A.  Nations  have  few  political  mechanisms  for  dealing  with  environmental  issues. 

B.  Many  nations  are  unaware  of  pollution  problems  and  do  little  to  control  them. 

C.  Resource  use  and  related  pollution  problems  do  not  respect  international  boundaries. 

D.  Environmental  issues  of  a  serious  nature  are  usually  brought  before  the  United  Nations. 

Use  the  following  excerpt  from  a  speech  to  answer  questions  2, 3,  and  4. 


Pollution,  deforestation,  acid  rain,  ozone  depletion,  greenhouse 
effect ...  there  is  no  escaping  the  fact  that  the  world  is  facing 
some  major  environmental  concerns  at  the  present  time.  All 
countries  must  make  solutions  to  these  problems  a  priority.  This 
must  happen  if  humankind  is  to  reach  its  ultimate  potential. 


2.   The  phrase  "to  reach  its  ultimate  potential"  refers  to  people  achieving 

A.  peace  on  earth 

B.  full  industrialization 

C.  a  high  level  quality  of  life 

D.  full  control  of  the  earth's  resources 


3.   The  main  barrier  to  achieving  the  goal  suggested  by  the  excerpt  is 


A.  international  migration 

B.  national  self-interests 

C.  foreign  aid  failures 

D.  religious  beliefs 


4.   The  future,  according  to  the  excerpt,  will  require  nations  to 

A.  make  a  commitment  to  resolve  the  problems 

B.  adopt  capitalism  on  a  worldwide  basis 

C.  call  on  the  UN  to  take  a  leading  role 

D.  co-operate  with  the  United  States 
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Use  the  chart  that  follows  to  answer  questions  5  and  6. 


World  Energy  Consumption 

Major  Region 

Total 

(millions  kj) 

World  Total 

% 

Energy 

(kj/person) 

Africa 

205.296 

2.4 

41  1 

Asia 

1415.751 

16.8 

461 

Europe 

2083.585 

24.5 

4296 

Middle  East 

138.460 

1.6 

1371 

North  America 
(includes  Central  America) 

2770.922 

32.6 

7396 

Oceania 

103.082 

1.2 

4443 

South  America 

240.394 

2.8 

977 

Former  USSR 

1535.941 

18.1 

5731 

World  Total 

8493.431 

100.0 

5.  If  quality  of  life  is  best  where  energy  consumption  is  highest,  then,  according  to  the  chart,  in 
which  of  the  following  countries  is  the  quality  of  life  best? 

A.  Vietnam 

B.  Algeria 

C.  France 

D.  Syria 

6.  Given  that  quality  of  life  may  be  diminished  by  over-consumption,  refer  to  the  chart  to  find 
which  area  is  most  responsible,  on  a  per  capita  basis,  for  a  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  life 
in  the  world. 

A.  North  America 

B.  Middle  East 

C.  Oceania 

D.  Europe 
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7.  The  combination  of  terms  that  accurately  depicts  a  relationship  in  which,  if  the  former 
problem  is  resolved,  then  the  latter  problem  will  be  reduced  is 

A.  ozone  depletion — deforestation 

B.  greenhouse  effect — deforestation 

C.  deforestation — greenhouse  effect 

D.  greenhouse  effect — ozone  depletion 

8.  Which  of  the  following  might  be  called  the  "earth's  sunglasses"? 

A.  the  ozone  layer 

B.  the  stratosphere 

C.  cumulus  clouds 

D.  carbon  dioxide 

9.  What  may  make  Alberta  the  "Sahara  of  the  North"? 

A.  acid  rain 

B.  deforestation 

C.  global  warming 

D.  ozone  depletion 

10.  Which  global  region's  quality  of  life  is  most  threatened  by  desertification? 

A.  Africa 

B.  Middle  East 

C.  South  America 

D.  North  America 

11.  In  this  section,  you  examined  in  detail  many  of  the  environmental  concerns  that  the  world 
faces.  Following  is  a  list  of  some  of  these  concerns: 

•  greenhouse  effect 

•  deforestation 

•  acid  rain 

•  ozone  depletion 

•  desertification 

•  ocean  pollution 

Choose  three  of  these  terms.  Then,  for  each  term  you  select,  define  the  term,  explain  the 
major  causes  of  the  issue,  and  suggest  a  possible  solution.  Be  sure  you  identify  each  issue 
that  you  have  selected,  (Space  for  your  answers  is  provided  on  the  following  pages.) 
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Definition:  


Causes: 


Possible  solution: 


Issue: 


Definition: 
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Issue:  

Definition: 


Causes: 
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Final  Module  Assignment 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

Assume  that  you  are  an  18  year  old  living  in  Alberta  in  the  year  2050.  In  a  vvell-w  riiicn  essay, 
explain  how  quality  of  life  will  have  changed  relative  to  today. 

This  essay  will  give  you  the  chance  to  use  your  imagination  but,  like  any  good  fictional  \\  riling,  it 
must  be  grounded  in  fact. 

Organize  your  essay  around  the  following  concepts: 

•  basic  human  needs 

•  nonstatistical  considerations  that  affect  quality  of  life  (you  may  wish  to  review  Section  2) 

•  environmental  concerns 


Be  sure  that  your  answer  is  presented  in  correct  essay  form,  complete  with  an  introduction,  a 
body,  and  a  conclusion. 

You  will  be  marked  on  your  understanding  of  the  topic,  as  well  as  content  and  organization. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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